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HALF-TERM BREAK 
We have reached the end of this half-term which has been full of new challenges for every member of our school 
community. After being back for one day, we were forced to close our gates again but with the new expectation that 
we should offer provision for critical worker and vulnerable children as well as more robust remote learning for those 
in school and at home. We were able to migrate to this way of working with little disruption and without having to 
close school to prepare. I want to thank all staff in school for the work they have done during this half-term. They 
have worked hard to support this new style of teaching and learning. Most teachers have had to completely redesign 
activities to support this new way of working. This has added to their workload but they have managed incredibly well 
with the support of all staff in school. I would also like to thank the teachers at home who have risen incredibly to the 
challenge of home schooling. With short notice, you put measures in place to support your child/ren at home whilst 
also juggling the demands of every day home life and jobs. I know from my own experiences when my children have 
been isolated and from the days when my wife is at home trying to teach my two children that this is incredibly difficult. 
I hope we have managed to support those parents who have reached out for help and we will continue to do so after 
half-term.  
 
I have no clear date for the reopening of school. There has been no ‘secret’ information shared with school about 
this and so I await an announcement like rest of you. There are rumours we will find out more information on the 22nd 
February but I can’t guarantee this. I can promise you that as soon as we have the information, processed it and put 
the best plans in place suited to our school, I will communicate this to parents. 
 
I hope you and your child/ren are able to have a restful half-term (even if it means you don’t have to deliver any 
remote learning at home). School will re-open on Monday 22nd February for those Critical Worker and Vulnerable 
children who have been awarded places and remote learning will be set for those continuing to work from home. We 
will also make contact when we return about our plans for Lent which starts during half-term on Wednesday 17th 
February.  
 
Thanks 
Mr Kennedy 
Acting Head teacher 

LOCKDOWN 2021 UPDATES 

• Thank you for those parents who completed the booking form for the WB 22nd February and 1st March. We are 
experiencing higher numbers of children in school for certain classes and have had to implement our priority ordering 
system. This has resulted in some parents not receiving their full allocation of places. You should have received a 
confirmation e-mail from the school office for these two weeks. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU CHECK YOUR E-MAIL 
CAREFULLY AS YOU MAY NOT HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED ALL OF YOUR REQUESTED SESSIONS. 

• School has closed today for half-term and therefore no remote learning provision will be provided. Online activities 
through Reading Eggs, TT Rockstars and Purple Mash are still accessible if required. 

• School have processed FSM vouchers for the half-term holiday. Please e-mail: head@st-charles.lancs.sch.uk if you 
haven’t received these. Vouchers for the two weeks after half-term will be processed when we return and we hope 
you will have them on Tuesday 23rd February (the ordering system will not let us order them any sooner).  

• Please make sure you keep checking our virtual assemblies which are placed on the school YouTube channel every 
Friday. If anybody would like to contribute some photographs of things they’ve been doing at home or would like to 
read part of the assembly at the beginning, please e-mail: head@st-charles.lancs.sch.uk to let me know. 

LENTEN MESSAGE – BISHOP JOHN 
A message at Lent 2021 from Bishop John to primary school pupils 
in our diocese. Please click on this link to watch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aJZ_oEsroys&feature=youtu.be 

PIGGY PARK ART PROJECT 
Ursula Hurst (local artist/illustrator and ex-teacher at St. Charles) has been commissioned by Piggy Park to create 4 
large printed illustrations to add colour and interest to their green space. She’d like to use children’s beautiful artwork to 
inspire the illustrations and wondered if children at our school would like to help her. Each board will be a scene from 
the park so she needs you to draw some of the things you may find there, e.g. vegetables, flowers, insects, birds, 
animals, trees etc. You will need to make sure they can be found in the park first (we don’t want any lions for example 

      ). Children could draw the whole scene, as if there were standing in Piggy Park, or individual things they may see. 
 

Once finished, please submit your entries to office@st-charles.lancs.sch.uk and we will pass them onto Ursula. She will 
look at your work and is hoping to use as many of them as she can to create the 4 illustrations. She’ll keep a record of 
all those used so don’t forget to put your name on your work. A sculpted bench is also being created by a professional  
sculptor and any artwork that she doesn’t use will be passed on to him to inspire his work. Good luck!  
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TOP TIPS FOR GOOD MENTAL 
HEALTH AND WELLBEING 
Youth Mental Health 
Ambassador, Dr Alex George has 
shared his ‘top five tips’ for 
young people’s good mental 
health and wellbeing. This is live 
on the Department for 
Education’s YouTube channel.  
Ahead of the February half-term 
and as national restrictions 
remain in place, he has given 
advice to young people on how 
to improve their mood and look 
after themselves by eating well, 
getting plenty of sleep and 
natural light during the daytime.  
 
As an A&E doctor, Dr Alex will 
use his clinical expertise to 
champion and shape 
government work to improve 
support for young people in 
schools, colleges and 
universities, as well as his 
personal experience having lost 
his brother to suicide last year. 
He will also sit on the new 
Mental Health in Education 
Action Group, which will focus 
on how to support young 
people’s wellbeing when they 
return to school and university. 

https://youtu.be/EqcCf8DqIy8

