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COVID-19 UPDATES 
We are working on the assumption in school that we WILL get a positive case at some point. In 
the event of a positive case, we will have to shut down classes/groups within school. This will 
mean that the children (and staff) associated with this group will have to isolate for 14 days. 
Please make sure you have thought about what provisions you can put in place in case this is 
your child’s class.  
 
I have attached a flow chart to the end of the newsletter with information in it around what 
should be done if your child is symptomatic or somebody in your household is symptomatic. 
Please make sure you have looked through this and speak to a member of school staff if you 
have any questions. 
 
In addition, I am uploading a quick reference guide to the homepage of our school website. 
Please make sure you have familiarised yourself with this document for when we do have a 
positive case so you are aware of the procedures we have in place. 
 
Finally, we are seeing an increase in the number of children who are developing colds and the 
general bugs you would see upon the return to school. I have spoken with representatives from 
the LA and other schools in the area and they are not concerned about this given the way these 
bugs tend to spread. Please follow our usual guidelines in this situation and keep your child 
absent from school until they are fit and well to return to school. More information can be 
found in the quick reference guide. If your child is absent from school, please make sure you 
ring and notify the school office. The office have to ring all parents who haven’t notified us 
of their child’s absence which detracts from the other responsibilities they have in the 
morning. 
 
Thank you, and please take every precaution you can to stay safe. 
Mr Kennedy 
Acting Head teacher 

REMINDER 
Please can children bring a bottle of water (only) in to drink. The water fountains remain switched 
off for now and are not able to be used. Children on school dinners will continue to receive a drink 
at lunchtime. 

BREAKFAST AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUB BOOKINGS 
Bookings have been put onto ParentPay for next week. Please check these are accurate and ensure 
you pay for these sessions by noon on Thursday 10th September otherwise you may lose your place.  
 
We are finding that parents are booking places for their child/ren to secure their space but not 
attending. From WB Monday 14th September, parents will be charged for their child’s non-attendance 
if school isn’t given 48 hours’ notice of a place no longer being needed. 
 
There is no requirement to operate a Breakfast and After School Club and school receives no 
additional funding for these facilities to run. The money generated by attendance is needed to ensure 
we can still operate these facilities as we do not have the money in our school budget to sustain them.  
Thank you for your understanding. 

 
 
 
 



   
 

SARCHS OPEN EVENING 
SARCHS will not be coming into school as per usual to speak with parents due to the restrictions currently in 
place. They are working hard to make sure parents have access to the same level of information when making 
a decision around the high school choices for their child. Please find below a link to the SARCHS website 
where you can find information about this year's admissions arrangements as well as the supplementary 
form which this year is completed and returned electronically. The website will be updated shortly with 
further virtual open evening resources and information around a potential virtual prospective parents 
meeting. I will make sure you are informed of any future updates. The closing date for secondary applications 
will be 31st October. Please speak to school if you have any difficulties completing the online form. 
 
https://www.sarchs.com/parents/admissions 
 
 
A MESSAGE FROM BISHOP JOHN ON THE SEASON OF CREATION 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
There is no doubt that we are becoming much more aware 
of the damage that we have done, and are continuing to 
inflict, on the Earth, our common home and the damage 
that is affecting the people most, in many of the poorest 
countries of the world, who have done least to cause it. 
 
They are enduring the worst events of seasonal change 
where crops are ruined and agricultural land turned to 
desert. 
 
We have done little to begin our work of repair but 
important progress has been made in understanding the 
present situation, the causes of the damage and the 
various means that are available to us to heal and to 
mend. 
It is impossible to exaggerate the task that lies before us 
and the urgency to make progress before irreparable 
damage is done. It is clear that every one of us has a role 
to play, through simple adjustments to our daily lives, to a 
change in our routines and priorities. 
 
Today, during the Season of Creation, we turn to prayer. 
We must ask for the knowledge, the insight and understanding of the dangers we face. And we 
must ask for the Grace to make progress in uniting the determination of politicians, industry and 
science in caring for our brothers and sisters and our common home. 
 
Let us pray together, on this Season of Care of Creation, that God will show us the way and give 
us the strength and determination to achieve all that He is asking of us in caring for our common 
home. 
 
Stay with us, Lord, on our Journey 

 
 

https://www.sarchs.com/parents/admissions
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COVID-19 RELATED PUPIL ABSENCE 
A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE FOR PARENTS 

What to do if ……. Action Needed Return to school when…… 

My Child has Covid-19 symptoms; 

• HIGH TEMPERATURE – this 
means you feel hot to touch 
on your chest or back. 

• A NEW CONTINUOUS COUGH-
this means coughing a lot 
more for more than an hour, 
or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24hrs (if you 
usually have a cough, it may 
be worse than usual). 

• A LOSS OR CHANGE TO YOUR 
SENSE OF SMELL OR TASTE.-
this means you’ve noticed you 
cannot smell or taste 
anything.  

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
Contact school to inform us. 
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days. 
Get a test. 
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATLEY ABOUT TEST 
RESULT 

…….The test comes back 
negative 

My Child tests positive for covid-
19…….. 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
Contact school to inform us 
Agree an earliest date for possible return. 
Minimum of 10 days. 
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days. 
Bubble isolates/remote learning. 

…….They feel better. They 
can return after 10 days 
even if they have a cough or 
loss of taste/smell. These 
symptoms can last for 
several weeks. 

My Child tests negative  CONTACT THE SCHOOL  
Discuss when your child can come back to 
school (same day/next day) 

…..The test comes back 
negative. 

My child is ill with symptoms not 
linked to covid-19 

FOLLOW USUAL SCHOOL ABSENCE POLICY 
PROCEDURE 

After 48hrs following the last 
bout of sickness/diarrhoea if 
this is the cause of absence 

Someone in my household has 
covid-19 symptoms 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL. 
Contact school. 
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days. 
Household members to get tested. 
INFORM SCHOOL IMEDIATLEY ABOUT TEST 
RESULTS 

…..The test comes back 
negative. 

Someone in my household tests 
positive for covid-19 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL. 
Contact school 
Agree an earliest date for possible return. 
Minimum of 14 days 

…..The child has completed 
14 days of isolation 

NHS test & trace has identified my 
child has been in close contact of 
someone with symptoms of 
confirmed covid-19  

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL. 
CONTACT SCHOOL 
Agree an earliest date for possible return. 
Minimum of 14 days 

…..The child has completed 
14 days of isolation 

We/my child has travelled and has 
to self-isolate as a period of 
quarantine. 

Do not take unauthorised leave in term time. 
Consider quarantine requirements and FCO 
advice when booking travel 
Quarantine upon your return. 
Agree an earliest date for possible return. 
Minimum of 14 days from return date. 
Self-isolate the whole household. 

…..The quarantine period of 
14 days has been completed 

We have received medical advice 
that my child must resume 
shielding 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
CONTACT SCHOOL 
Shield until you are informed that restrictions 
are lifted and shielding is paused again. 

…..School inform you that 
restrictions have been lifted 
and your child can return to 
school. 

My child’s bubble is closed due to 
a covid-19 outbreak in school. 

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL 
At home support your child with remote 
education provided by school. 
Your child will need to isolate for 14 days. 

…..School will inform you 
when the bubble will be 
reopened. 

 



COVID-19 - talking to children and families 
about returning to school: guiding 
principles
Health Policy team
Paediatricians may receive queries from families about the return to school. Here we provide 
a summary of the current policy and other guidance in the four nations.
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Introduction

Evidence from the UK and internationally tells us that COVID-19 is generally milder in 
children than in adults: most infected children present with mild symptoms or are 
asymptomatic, and few very rarely develop severe or life threatening disease.

It is also important to consider that schools play a key role in promoting children’s health, 
social and mental wellbeing. They also provide the setting from which children can access 
health surveillance, support and advice as well as individual and group therapeutic 
programmes.

RCPCH advice on children who are clinically extremely vulnerable has been accepted by the 
UK Chief Medical Officers. In light of this, most children who were told to shield in March 
2020 need to be taken off the shielding list and will be able to attend school and their normal 
activities as per UK Governments’ advice. For the smaller group of children who are still 

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/about-us/our-team/health-policy-team
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-research-evidence-summaries
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people


considered to be clinically extremely vulnerable,  they also can return to school whilst 
shielding has been paused, however, if the UK Governments decide  to recommence 
shielding then those on the list will need to shield and therefore stay at home.

Children will need to be actively removed from the list either by paediatricians or if only seen 
in primary care by their GPs. This has been agreed with the Royal College of GPs. A GP 
may ask for advice and guidance on specific patients, if this is the case they can be advised 
by following our guidance.

We are aware that families are understandably worried and confused in light of school re-
opening. The College will continue to update current evidence on COVID-19 and children, 
and members are encouraged to use this when advising families.

Common cold and COVID-19 symptoms

As schools return we recognise paediatricians may receive queries from the families they 
see on what to do if and when a child develops this winter the usual coughs and colds. 
Below we describe the current evidence around indications for testing for children. This 
article may also be helpful to families and schools.

As children return to schools after a prolonged break, we expect colds and similar viral 
infections to circulate. Parents will want to know which symptoms will warrant testing 
for COVID-19 (and remain away from school whilst awaiting results) and those which 
on probability do not justify testing (and can therefore stay in school). This will ensure 
that children are not unnecessarily kept away from schools and exposed to 
inappropriate testing.
To help make that decision we have the following information: 

Evidence from the UK and internationally tells us that COVID-19 is generally 
milder in children than in adults: most infected children present with mild 
symptoms or are asymptomatic, and very few rarely develop severe or life-
threatening disease. 
Similarly, hospital admission rates for children with evidence of COVID-19 
infection are far lower than those of adults, with only 2% of all admissions 
occurring in children and young people below the age of 18 and 1.1% below the 
age of 5.1
Fever and cough were the commonest symptoms for any child requiring hospital 
admission. Of 651 children admitted to hospital with COVID-19, 70% had fever 
and 39% had a cough.2  Less than 1 in 10 of these children were reported to 
have coryzal symptoms (runny noses) or sore throats. 
Most admissions occurred during the peak of the pandemic, when areas such as 
London had a COVID-19 prevalence of about 10%. The current prevalence rate 
is no higher than 0.2% in any region of the UK at present (8 September), so the 
risk of a child actually having COVID-19 presently is far lower. 
The evidence we have on transmission of COVID-19 in schools is also extremely 
reassuring. There is good data from the UK showing that children (especially 
primary school aged children and younger) are about half as likely to be infected 
with COVID-19 than adults.3  Children also appear to transmit COVID-19 less 
readily than adults; there have been very few reported COVID-19 outbreaks in 
nurseries or schools, either in countries like Denmark that reopened their schools 
early in the pandemic (15 April) and in Sweden and Iceland did not close their 

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-shielding-guidance-children-young-people
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-research-evidence-summaries
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-research-evidence-summaries


schools at all during the pandemic.4
Equally reassuring for teachers, in those countries that have kept schools open, 
such as Sweden, teachers do not have higher rates of COVID-19 than the 
general population (and they have lower rates than professions such as 
supermarket workers and taxi drivers).5  

From this available evidence we believe that children with simple cold symptoms such as 
coryzal symptoms (runny noses) or sore throats without fever who would normally have 
attended schools in other times should not be tested for COVID-19.

This is in agreement with current PHE guidance for deciding when to test. These symptoms 
are:

new continuous cough
fever/high temperature 
loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste.

Following this guidance allows the identification of children most likely to be infected and 
help detect any emerging outbreak.

Some children with chronic respiratory illnesses such as cystic fibrosis may have more 
frequent coughs. Local arrangements need to be in place to ensure they can also be 
routinely tested for COVID-19 when they develop a new persistent cough which fits PHE 
criteria at the same time as they have bacterial cough swabs.

In addition to testing, it is also important that parents keep children at home when they are 
unwell and children are actively encouraged to follow good hygiene measures.  

England

The Department for Education’s plan is that all pupils, in all year groups, will return to school 
full-time from the beginning of the autumn term.

Other guidance in England (Department for Education)

Guidance and advice hub (DfE)
Guidance on full opening of schools 
Implementing protective measures in education and childcare settings
What parents and carers need to know about schools and other education settings 
during the coronavirus outbreak (guidance until August 2020)

Scotland

In Scotland, all children will return to school on 11 August 2020.

The Scottish Government have published a parents FAQs page on the reopening of schools 
and early learning and childcare on their parentclub website. This will continue to be updated 
as information becomes available.

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/education-and-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.parentclub.scot/articles/reopening-schools-faqs 


Other guidance from Scottish Government:

Shielding advice 
Preparing for the new school year
Strategic framework for reopening schools, early learning and childcare provision
Curriculum for Excellence in the Recovery Phase
Support for continuity in learning

Wales

In Wales, schools were open throughout the COVID period for children of key workers and 
this was extended in June so that most children had some contact with schools before the 
summer holiday. In July, the Education Minister Kirsty Williams announced that all pupils will 
be able to return to school in September. This was based on advice from the Welsh 
Government’s Technical Advisory Group. In Wales, the school term starts on September 1 
but there is some flexibility for schools to prioritise certain groups for the first two weeks of 
term. 

Back to school plans from September (Welsh Government guidance)  
Education and childcare: coronavirus (Welsh Government documents  listed with 
regular updates) 
Schools increasing operations from 29 June: coronavirus (Welsh Government 
guidance for June 29 until end of term) 
Technical Advisory Group: advice on return to school

Northern Ireland

The start of term will be 24 August 2020 for Primary 7, Year 12 and Year 14 pupils and for 
vulnerable children across all year groups. All other pupils will return at normal autumn term 
start dates, which may vary depending on school. Department of Education has published 
the following guidance:

Guidance on the new school day for mainstream 
Guidance for SEN schools
Guidance for pre-school settings.   

Since 29 June any parent / carer can access childcare as facilities re-open and 
begin to build capacity.  The Child Care Recovery Plan is available here.           

Latest updates on this page

Updates in this version (9 September)

Section on Common Cold and COVID-19 symptoms added.

Updates in version 17 August

Northern Ireland: Updated link to Guidance on the new school day for mainstream 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/pages/children-and-young-people/ 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-preparing-start-new-school-term-august-2020/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/excellent-equity-during-covid-19-pandemic-strategic-framework-reopening-schools-early-learning-childcare-provision-scotland/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-curriculum-for-excellence-in-the-recovery-phase/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-continuity-in-learning/ 
https://gov.wales/back-school-plans-september-coronavirus
 https://gov.wales/education-coronavirus
https://gov.wales/schools-increasing-operations-29-june-coronavirus 
https://gov.wales/schools-increasing-operations-29-june-coronavirus 
https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-group-advice-return-school
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-re-opening-school-guidance-new-school-day-revised
 https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/news/weir-publishes-new-school-day-guidance-special-schools 
 https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/education/Pre-School Education – Guidance for re-opening settings.pdf 
 https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/education/COVID-19 Childcare Recovery Plan.pdf


Updates in version 3 August 2020

Updated advice regarding children who were shielding.
Updated information on plans to reopen schools in England, Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.  
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